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By Asghar Ali Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has
made it clear that his gov-
ernment will stop at nothing
to eradicate terrorism, de-
claring that Pakistan will go
to any length necessary to
root out this menace.

Addressing a high-level
meeting of the National Se-
curity Committee (NSC) at
Parliament House, he as-
serted that terrorism has no
place on Pakistani soil and
vowed to ensure that the
country is free from the
scourge that has plagued it
for years.

The prime minister ex-
pressed deep appreciation
for the military leadership,
singling out Army Chief Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir for his
decisive role in tackling ter-
rorism. Acknowledging that
the threat has grown into a
cancer afflicting the nation,

he stressed that parliament’s
strategy to combat terrorism
would be enforced in its en-
tirety. The government, he
assured, would leave no
stone unturned in executing
a comprehensive counter-
terrorism framework.

Shehbaz Sharif reaf-
firmed that Pakistan stands
united against terrorism, em-
phasizing that national secu-
rity remains a top priority. He
underscored that the fight
against terrorism is not just a
military operation but a col-

lective battle that requires
the full backing of the people
and political forces. Remem-
bering the sacrifices of the
nation’s martyrs, he declared
that their bravery and dedi-
cation to peace would never
be forgotten. Security forces,
he noted, have borne the
brunt of the struggle, making
continuous sacrifices to safe-
guard the country’s stability.

Beyond the security con-
cerns, the prime minister
also took the opportunity to
highlight Pakistan’s improv-

ing economic trajectory, link-
ing national security to eco-
nomic progress. He assured
the country that stability and
prosperity go hand in hand,
and his government remains
committed to ensuring both.
With political leadership
standing firm on matters of
security, Shehbaz Sharif
vowed that the campaign
against terrorism would con-
tinue with full force, sending
a clear message that Pak-
istan will not waver in its re-
solve to defeat extremism.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) boy-
cotted the National Security
Parliamentary Committee
meeting, with PTI Secretary
General Salman Akram Raja
stating that no representative
from their party would at-
tend. However, Ali Amin
Gandapur, in his capacity as
Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, participated in
the session.

PM declares zero tolerance for
terror on Pakistani soil

Shehbaz Sharif reaffirmed Pakistan’s unwavering stance against
terrorism, vowing relentless action to safeguard national security,

stability, and the country’s future prosperity
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NEW YORK: Pakistan’s
Permanent Representative
to the United Nations, Munir
Akram, has called on the UN
Security Council to take de-
cisive action against the ris-
ing tide of terrorism originat-
ing from Afghanistan,
warning that such attacks
are strategically designed to
destabilize Pakistan and de-
rail its economic progress.
Speaking at a UN Security
Council session, Akram un-
derscored that these cross-
border terrorist activities
pose a direct threat not only
to Pakistan’s internal secu-
rity but also to regional sta-
bility.

His remarks came as the
UN Security Council ap-
proved a one-year extension
for the UN Assistance Mis-
sion in Afghanistan
(UNAMA), reaffirming the in-
ternational community’s con-
tinued engagement with the
crisis-ridden country. While
this extension signals a com-
mitment to maintaining over-
sight and support for
Afghanistan, Akram stressed
that more concrete meas-
ures were required to pre-
vent terrorist networks from
using Afghan soil to launch
attacks against neighboring
states.

Of particular concern,
Akram pointed out, is the im-
pact of these security threats

on the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC). The
multi-billion-dollar infrastruc-
ture and development initia-
tive, a flagship project under
China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive, has repeatedly been
targeted by terrorist groups
seeking to undermine Pak-
istan-China cooperation.
Akram warned that such at-
tacks not only endanger
Pakistan’s economic aspira-
tions but also threaten
broader regional connectivity
and development goals.

Pakistan has repeatedly
raised concerns over terror-
ist sanctuaries in
Afghanistan, particularly
those linked to the banned
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) and other extremist
factions responsible for at-
tacks on Pakistani soil. While
the Afghan Taliban-led gov-
ernment has pledged not to
allow its territory to be used
against any country, Pak-
istan insists that concrete ac-

tions are needed to disman-
tle these networks.

The Security Council ses-
sion further underscored
growing concerns over
Afghanistan’s security land-
scape, with many nations
expressing apprehension
about the resurgence of mil-
itant groups in the region.
Pakistan’s call for urgent in-
ternational intervention
aligns with its longstanding
stance that regional security
cannot be ensured without
robust mechanisms to curb
cross-border terrorism.

With CPEC remaining a
strategic priority for both
Pakistan and China, Islam-
abad is expected to intensify
diplomatic efforts to rally
global support for targeted
counterterrorism measures.
However, the effectiveness
of any UN-led initiative will
depend on the willingness of
all stakeholders, including
the Afghan authorities, to ad-
dress the issue head-on.

Pakistan warns UN of
Afghan terror threat to

regional stability
His remarks coincided with the UN Security

Council’s approval of a one-year extension for
UNAMA, underscoring the global commitment to

Afghanistan’s ongoing crisis

By Faizan Khan

LAHORE: Chief Minister
Punjab, Maryam Nawaz,
has announced the launch
of the ‘Aghosh’ Programme,
an unprecedented initiative
aimed at supporting preg-
nant women and mothers of
children under two years of
age. Under this programme,
eligible women will receive
financial assistance of Rs
23,000 to ensure better ma-
ternal and child healthcare.

According to an official
statement from the Punjab
government, the programme
will be rolled out in 13 dis-
tricts in its first phase, begin-
ning with Dera Ghazi Khan,
Taunsa, Rajanpur, Layyah,
Muzaffargarh, and Kot
Addu. Other districts in-
cluded are Bahawalpur,
Rahim Yar Khan, Bahawal-
nagar, Bhakkar, Mianwali,

Khushab, and Lodhran.
Women registering for

the first time at healthcare
centres or Maryam Health
Clinics will receive Rs 2,000,
with additional financial sup-
port provided at regular
check-ups during preg-
nancy. Each visit will entitle
them to Rs 1,500, accumu-
lating to Rs 6,000 in total.
Upon delivery at a health-
care facility, mothers will re-
ceive a grant of Rs 4,000.

The programme also in-
centivises essential postna-
tal care. Mothers will receive
Rs 2,000 for the newborn’s
first check-up within 15 days
of birth and Rs 5,000 for reg-
istering the child’s birth cer-
tificate at the health centre.
Vaccination under the initia-
tive is also rewarded, with
Rs 4,000 in total, distributed
as Rs 2,000 per dose.

Punjab CM
unveils ‘Aghosh’

scheme for
mothers, infants

By our correspondent

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder and former Prime
Minister Imran Khan has
sharply criticized the coun-
try’s policies on Afghanistan,
warning against what he de-
scribed as an unnecessary
confrontation with a neigh-
boring Muslim nation. Speak-
ing from Adiala Jail, where he
remains incarcerated, Khan
lamented what he sees as a
misguided approach toward
Afghanistan, urging the au-
thorities to avoid entangling
Pakistan in conflicts that, in
his view, serve no national in-
terest.

In a statement that under-
scores his continued political
relevance despite imprison-
ment, Khan claimed that Pak-
istan had witnessed a signifi-
cant decline in terrorism until
2021, only for the threat to
resurge in 2022. Without di-
rectly attributing blame, he
suggested that policy mis-
steps had contributed to the
reversal of security gains.
“Afghanistan is not our
enemy. Stop trying to turn it
into one. Why are you unnec-
essarily engaging in fights
with our Muslim brothers?” he
remarked, making a pointed
appeal against what he per-
ceives as growing hostilities
between the two countries.

His remarks come at a
time of heightened tensions
between Islamabad and
Kabul, with Pakistan increas-
ingly vocal about its security
concerns regarding Afghan
soil being used as a staging
ground for terrorist activities.
The Pakistani government
has maintained that cross-
border militancy remains a
pressing challenge, particu-
larly in the context of the
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), which has
been accused of operating
from Afghanistan. However,
Khan’s criticism hints at a
deeper divide over how Is-
lamabad should handle its re-
lationship with Kabul, particu-
larly under the Taliban-led
government.

Despite his imprisonment,
the former prime minister re-
mains an influential figure,
with his statements continu-
ing to resonate within political
and public discourse. His lat-

est comments are likely to
add to the ongoing debate
over Pakistan’s Afghanistan
policy, particularly as the
country grapples with security
challenges and a shifting
geopolitical landscape.
Whether his remarks will
sway policy decisions re-
mains to be seen, but they re-
inforce the fact that, even
from behind bars, Imran
Khan remains a formidable
voice in Pakistan’s political
arena.

His sister, Aleema Khan,
addressed reporters after
meeting him at the prison,
voicing concerns over restric-
tions on his communication.
She noted that, under prison
regulations, Khan and his
wife, Bushra Bibi, were enti-
tled to a combined 90-minute
family visit. However, author-
ities initially allowed only 30
minutes, prompting them to
extend it to 45 minutes in
protest.

Imran says, ‘Afghanistan
is not our enemy, stop
trying to make it one’

His remarks come amid escalating tensions between
Islamabad and Kabul, as Pakistan grows

increasingly assertive over its concerns about
Afghan soil harboring terrorist elements
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ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court’s latest
hearing on child abductions
has once again highlighted
the glaring gap between
legal frameworks and their
enforcement, with Justice
Jamal Khan Mandokhail
lamenting the failure of au-
thorities to implement exist-
ing laws effectively. Despite
a structured legal system
designed to protect children
from abduction and exploita-
tion, the judiciary expressed
deep frustration over the
lack of tangible action by law
enforcement agencies.

A five-member constitu-
tional bench, headed by
Justice Aminuddin Khan,
conducted the hearing on a
suo motu case concerning
the alarming rise in child ab-
ductions across the country.
The court, acknowledging
the gravity of the situation,
summoned a representative
from the National Commis-
sion for Child Protection for
the next session, seeking
clarity on why enforcement
mechanisms have remained
ineffective.

During the proceedings,
the petitioner’s lawyer
openly criticized law en-
forcement and government
authorities, pointing out that

despite the court’s directive
for the Attorney General to
consult all provincial Inspec-
tors General (IGs), no such
meetings had taken place.
However, Additional Attor-
ney General Amir Rehman
disputed this claim, insisting
that the Attorney General
had indeed engaged with
the IGs as instructed. This
contradiction further fueled
concerns over the state’s
handling of child abduction
cases, raising questions
about bureaucratic ineffi-
ciencies and institutional
negligence.

Justice Aminuddin Khan,
while acknowledging the ju-
diciary’s role in ensuring jus-
tice, firmly stated that it is ul-
timately the responsibility of
relevant authorities to imple-
ment laws and protect vul-
nerable children.

The court cannot step
into executive functions, he

emphasized, indicating the
limitations of judicial inter-
vention in systemic gover-
nance failures. Justice Man-
dokhail, reinforcing this
sentiment, stressed that
while laws exist for child pro-
tection, their practical en-
forcement remains absent,
leading to continued cases
of abductions without ac-
countability.

The hearing concluded
with an indefinite adjourn-
ment, leaving the matter of
enforcement in limbo. With
no clear directives for imme-
diate corrective action, the
fate of missing children re-
mains a pressing concern.
The lack of urgency in ad-
dressing the issue reflects a
broader institutional failure,
where legal frameworks
exist on paper, yet their
practical impact remains elu-
sive due to bureaucratic in-
ertia and weak governance.

Justice Mandokhail
criticizes poor enforcement
of child protection laws

Recognizing the seriousness of the issue, the court
summoned a National Commission for Child

Protection representative, demanding answers on
the failure of enforcement mechanisms

By Asghar Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
boycotted the National Secu-
rity Parliamentary Committee
meeting, with PTI Secretary
General Salman Akram Raja
stating that no representative
from the party would attend.
However, Ali Amin Ganda-
pur, in his capacity as Chief
Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, took part in the
session.

Speaking at a media brief-
ing in Islamabad, Salman
Akram Raja reiterated that
PTI does not support any mil-
itary operation, arguing that
Pakistan has faced similar
crises for the past 77 years.
He insisted that the party’s
founding leader should be re-
leased on parole to partici-
pate in such critical discus-
sions, stressing that PTI’s
stance remains centered on
safeguarding the rights of

marginalized communities
and ending authoritarian rule.

PTI Opposition Leader
Omar Ayub criticized the
abrupt convening of the se-
curity committee meeting,
pointing out that, despite
court orders, PTI representa-
tives had been denied ac-
cess to their detained leader.
He clarified that Ali Amin
Gandapur's participation was
solely in his capacity as Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa’s chief min-
ister and not as a PTI repre-
sentative.

Meanwhile, Sahibzada
Hamid Raza noted that PTI
had previously called for an
in-camera session, arguing
that discussions on countert-
errorism strategies should in-
volve representatives from
Balochistan, which has been
severely affected by insur-
gency. He urged for a joint
parliamentary session to ad-
dress issues of national sov-
ereignty and maintained that
the party’s founding leader
must be consulted for any po-
litical resolution.

PTI shuns NSC meeting
while KP CM attends

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
has hit back at Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) over
its refusal to attend the par-
liamentary security commit-
tee meeting without its jailed
founder, Imran Khan. Dis-
missing the party’s stance as
politically motivated, Bilawal
reminded PTI that during his
tenure as Prime Minister,
Khan had consistently ig-
nored such high-level secu-
rity meetings, even on criti-
cal issues such as terrorism,
the Kashmir dispute, and In-
dian aggression.

Bilawal questioned the
sudden urgency displayed
by PTI in demanding partici-
pation, pointing out that
Imran Khan is no longer a
member of Parliament and
that the meeting in question
was a session of the Na-
tional Security Committee of
the Parliament—a body that
operates within the frame-
work of the elected legisla-
ture. He criticized what he
saw as PTI’s selective en-

gagement with parliamen-
tary processes, arguing that
political posturing should not
take precedence over na-
tional security.

Expressing his disap-
pointment, Bilawal stressed
that the country’s interests
must come before political
disputes, particularly during
times of heightened security
concerns. He urged all par-
ties to adopt a responsible
approach, warning that un-
dermining national security
for political point-scoring is
detrimental to Pakistan’s sta-
bility. In a veiled rebuke of
PTI’s approach, he asserted
that true patriotism requires
setting aside political differ-
ences and prioritizing the na-
tion’s security over party loy-
alty.

The remarks reflect the
deepening divide between
the political factions, with PTI
increasingly positioning itself
as a party sidelined from key
national discussions due to
its leader’s imprisonment. As
Pakistan navigates pressing
security and diplomatic chal-
lenges, Bilawal’s comments
serve as a reminder of the
government’s stance—that
national security must not
become a casualty of politi-
cal maneuvering.

Bilawal slams
PTI for skipping
security meeting
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TANK: The authorities
have imposed a curfew in
the districts of North Waziris-
tan and Tank in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, as security
concerns continue to mount
in the region. The restric-
tions, confirmed through an
official statement, are set to
take effect immediately, un-
derscoring the volatile situa-
tion in these areas.

According to the Deputy
Commissioner’s office, the
curfew in North Waziristan
will be enforced from Nawaz
Kot Bridge to Duncan, in-

cluding the Razmak area,
beginning tomorrow. Move-
ment along the route from
Duncan to Melogai Bridge
will also be strictly restricted
between 6 AM and 6 PM, ef-
fectively limiting civilian ac-

cess during daylight hours.
Meanwhile, in Tank, curfew
measures will apply from Kot
Qila to Manzai and from
Kariwam to Jandola, though
the road from Kot Qila to
Gomal and Girdawi Wana

will remain accessible, offer-
ing limited mobility for resi-
dents.

The imposition of the cur-
few comes amid heightened
security operations, as au-
thorities attempt to counter
growing threats in the region.
While officials have not pro-
vided specifics on the nature
of the security risks prompt-
ing the restrictions, North
Waziristan and its surround-
ing districts have long been
at the center of counterter-
rorism efforts, with frequent
reports of militant activity and
clashes between security
forces and armed groups.

Curfew imposed in North Waziristan and Tank
By Musarrat Arif

KARACHI: The Sindh
School Education Depart-
ment has officially declared
that all educational institutions
across the province will re-
main closed on Saturday,
21st Ramadan, in observance
of Youm-e-Ali (RA). The an-
nouncement, made through
an official statement from
Karachi, confirms that schools
will be shut on March 22 to
honor the martyrdom of
Hazrat Ali (RA). The decision
reflects the longstanding tradi-
tion of observing Youm-e-Ali
(RA) as a solemn occasion in
Pakistan, particularly in Sindh,
where large processions and
gatherings take place to com-
memorate the life and legacy
of the revered figure in Islamic
history.

Sindh school
announces holiday
on Youm-e-Ali
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ROATÁN, HONDURAS:
A tragic aviation accident off
the coast of Honduras has
claimed seven lives after a
small passenger plane
crashed into the sea shortly
after takeoff from Roatán
Airport. The aircraft, oper-
ated by the local airline
Lanhsa, was en route to La
Ceiba late Monday night
when it lost stability within
minutes of departure, plung-
ing into the waters below.

Authorities have con-
firmed that the aircraft was
carrying 14 passengers and
three crew members at the
time of the crash. Despite
swift rescue efforts, seven
people lost their lives, while
10 survivors were pulled
from the wreckage.

Honduras passenger
plane crashes into
sea, seven dead



MQM-P reaffirms democratic
vision on 41st anniversary

By Ahsan Mughal

KARACHI: On the 41st anniversary of theMuttahidaQaumiMovement-Pakistan (MQM-
P), Chairman Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui reaffirmed the party’s unwavering commitment
to participatory democracy, positioning it as the only viable alternative to Pakistan’s en-
trenched feudal and hereditary political structure.

In a message marking the occasion, Siddiqui described MQM-P’s political journey as
one of relentless struggle and sacrifice, a legacy he termed as a “golden chapter” in the
country’s history. Reflecting on the party’s enduring mission, he emphasized that MQM-P
has remained steadfast in its pursuit of justice, democracy, and national progress.

“From Pakistan’s inception to its stabilization, our mission has remained unchanged—
fighting for the people’s rights, democracy, and a better future,” he stated, underlining the
party’s ideological continuity despite the shifting political landscape. Positioning MQM-P as
a defender of the marginalized, he declared that the party has been the “loudest voice and
strongest barrier” against ignorance, oppression, and poverty.

Siddiqui paid tribute to the sacrifices of party members, particularly those who lost their
lives in political repression, asserting that their struggle remains the foundation of MQM-P’s
resilience. In a pointed remark, he noted, “Those who dreamt of MQM-P’s demise have
disappeared into history, but by the grace of Allah, MQM-P stands firm.”

Asserting the party’s long-term vision, Siddiqui reaffirmedMQM-P’s goal of transforming
Pakistan into a welfare state where the rights of all citizens are upheld. He concluded his ad-
dress with a pledge that the party’s struggle would continue to serve as a beacon of hope
for the oppressed, signaling its determination to remain a force in Pakistan’s political land-
scape despite the challenges it faces.

Karachi rolls out traffic plan to tackle Eid gridlock
By our correspondent

KARACHI: To tackle Karachi’s worsening traffic congestion ahead of Eidul Fitr, the
Karachi Traffic Police have rolled out a new plan aimed at controlling overcrowding in the
city’s busiest commercial hubs. The measures, designed to ease the holiday rush, include
a ban on taxis and rickshaws, including on-call services, from entering key high-traffic areas
already struggling with gridlock.

The restrictions cover several major locations, including Teen Talwar, Tariq Road, and
Hyderi Market, with commuters encouraged to take alternative routes such as Clifton
Bridge, Race Course, and Khaliq uz Zaman Road. In the city’s commercial heart, access to
roads connecting Saddar, Fawara Chowk, GPO, Singer Chowk, Zaibunnisa Street, and
JamaCloth to Eidgah Chowkwill also be restricted. Traffic coming from theMillennium area
will be rerouted via Millennium Bridge towards Nipa, while commercial vehicles will be di-
verted towards Ship Owners College and Landi Kotal Chowrangi.

With the expected surge of shoppers and vehicles in the lead-up to Eid, the Karachi
Traffic Police say these directives are necessary to prevent bottlenecks and ensure
smoother movement across the metropolis.

Meanwhile, anticipation for Eidul Fitr 2025 is building, with the holiday likely to fall on
March 31. According to the Ruet-e-Hilal Research Council, the Shawwal crescent moon is
expected to be visible on March 30, marking Eid celebrations the following day. If the lunar
calendar aligns as predicted, Pakistanis could enjoy an extended holiday period fromMarch
29 to April 6.

The federal government is expected to officially declare a five-day holiday fromMarch 29
to April 2, though speculation is mounting that Thursday and Friday may also be included,
stretching the break to a full nine days. However, the final holiday schedule will depend on
the official moon sighting announcement.

St. Patrick’s School fosters
religious harmony with Iftar dinar

By our correspondent

KARACHI: At a time when divisions too often define societies, St. Patrick’s High School
in Karachi offered a powerful counter-narrative—a celebration of faith, unity, and shared
humanity. The institution, renowned for its commitment to inclusivity, marked the Feast of St.
Patrick with a remarkable interfaith Iftar, bringing together students, faculty, and staff from
Christian, Muslim, and Hindu communities. In an atmosphere of mutual respect and rever-
ence, the event underscored the school’s mission to foster harmony and understanding
across religious and cultural lines.

The evening unfolded with a blend of sacred expressions. Students filled the hall with the
melodic echoes of hymns, an homage to St. Patrick’s enduring spiritual legacy. In an equally
moving gesture, Muslim students responded with Naats, offering their own devotional recita-
tions in praise of the Prophet Muhammad. It was a moment that transcended religious
boundaries, binding the school community in a shared reverence for faith and tradition. The
event was also marked by heartfelt prayers for Pakistan, for the school, and for the collec-
tive well-being of those gathered, a reminder that hope and unity can be nurtured even in
times of uncertainty.

As the Azaan for Maghrib prayer signaled the breaking of the fast, students and teach-
ers—irrespective of their faith—sat together, sharing a meal that was far more than just
food. It was an act of solidarity, an assertion that compassion, generosity, and unity are not
bound by religious affiliations. In that moment, the labels of Christian, Muslim, and Hindu
blurred, giving way to something more profound—a community bound by shared values
and mutual respect.

Religious, business leaders
attend Quran completion event

By Aziz Khatri

KARACHI: A grand annual Completion of the Quran gathering was held at Sabirani
House, the residence of MuhammadKashif Sabirani, Chairman of All Traders Sindh Ittehad,
and AmimSabirani. The event drew a large number of prominent religious, social, and busi-
ness figures from across the city. Among the distinguished attendees were Pir-e-Tariqat
Syed Shah Asadullah Junaydi, religious and spiritual scholar Hafiz Hamid Raza Mahrovi,
Shahid Ghouri, Deputy Head of Pakistan Sunni Tehreek, Atiq Mir, a senior trade leader,
and Tariq Hassan, former City Nazim Karachi and President of PakistanMuslim League-Q
Karachi.

Also present were Asif Raza Qadri, Patron-in-Chief of All Traders Sindh Ittehad, Maq-
sood Faraz, General Secretary, Javed Siddiqui, President of Karachi Division, Afreen Sid-
diqui, Finance Secretary, MuhammadUsman Sheikh, Joint Secretary, Abdullah Batra, Sen-
ior Vice President, Humair Khan, Press Secretary, Anwar Ghouri, Conciliatory Convener,
Salman Rizwan, Vice President South, and Usman Ghani, Convener of the Youth Com-
mittee.

Other notable participants included Hanif Motlani, former President of All Pakistan
Memon Federation, Aftab Alam, Hussain Qureshi, Yaseen Qureshi, Rana Akram, Qais
Mansoor, Amjad Kiyani, Incharge of Nazimabad Police Station, Faisal Hamid, Sheikh
Muhammad Irshad, Muhammad Sadiq Sheikh, Sameer Qureshi, Abdul Rasheed Noorani,
Muhammad Anwar, Yousuf Qureshi, Shakir Fancy, Muhammad Sohail Azeer, Kamran
Fazilani, Altaf Soomro, Sheikh Muhammad Rafiq, Naeem MNA, Abdul Rehman Khan, Is-
mail Lalpuriya, Fareed Sheikh, Haji Nasir Khan, Muhammad Irfan Wali Muhammad,
Muhammad Imran Dumba, Muhammad Aftab Zakaria, Muhammad Anwar Samana,
Muhammad Arif Marfani, Malik Shaukat, Abdul Qadir, Muhammad Iqbal Dumba, Muham-
mad Owais Iqbal, Syed Muhammad, Faizan Junaydi, Adeel A.D., Muhammad Saleem,
Owais Rajput, Muhammad Yousuf, Muhammad Javed Sabirani, Waseem Khan, Muham-
mad Faizan, Muhammad Azeer Farooqi, Syed Rameez Raza, and compere Nadir Sheikh.

During the event, Hafiz Owais Abdul Waheed and Hafiz Ahmed Jamil were honored
with gifts and floral garlands in recognition of their contributions. The gathering also fea-
tured soul-enriching recitations of Na’ats (Islamic hymns) presented by Anees Saba Qadri,
Zeeshan Qadri, and Faizan Qadri.

Pir-e-Tariqat Syed Asadullah Junaydi, addressing the gathering, emphasized that the
teachings of the Holy Quran serve as a guiding light for theMuslimUmmah andmust be fol-
lowed in all aspects of life. Former City Nazim Tariq Hassan noted that Ramadan and the
Holy Quran bring blessings and mercy, adding that Pakistan was granted in this sacred
month, making it the duty of every citizen to uphold its dignity and stability.

Bilawal opens Karachi’s new paddle tennis facility
By our correspondent

KARACHI: Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari is ac-
tively engaging with Karachi’s evolving sports culture, visiting a newly established pad-
dle sports facility at Bagh-e-Ibn-e-Qasim. The facility, set up under the leadership of
Karachi Mayor Barrister Murtaza Wahab, reflects the Sindh government's broader ef-
forts to revitalize public spaces and promote recreational activities across the city.

Accompanied by Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah and other officials, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari took part in a friendly paddle match alongside Mayor Wahab and CM
Murad Ali Shah.

The event underscored the rising popularity of the sport in Karachi, highlighting efforts
to encourage a more active lifestyle among residents. Following the match, the leaders
posed for a photo, symbolizing their commitment to fostering sports culture and en-
hancing urban recreation opportunities.

Mayor Wahab, known for spearheading several urban development projects, ex-
pressed optimism that the facility would inspire Karachiites to engage in sports and make
productive use of public spaces. This initiative aligns with the Sindh government's on-
going efforts to expand recreational opportunities in the metropolis, reflecting a vision
for a healthier and more vibrant Karachi.
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By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) has granted Pakistan
permission to borrow Rs
1.25 trillion from domestic
banks, offering the country a
much-needed financial
cushion as it grapples with
its mounting economic chal-
lenges. The decision,
reached after policy-level
discussions between Pak-
istani officials and the IMF,
comes at a critical juncture
when Islamabad is strug-
gling to manage its massive
Rs 2.4 trillion circular debt in
the power sector.

Under a six-year
roadmap designed to ease
the financial strain, the gov-
ernment plans to repay Rs
1.5 trillion through a combi-
nation of bank loans and ad-

ditional revenue generated
from surcharges. Mean-
while, recent negotiations
with Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) are ex-
pected to result in savings of
Rs 463 billion, offering some
respite from the burden of
energy sector inefficiencies.

For Pakistan, the IMF’s
approval represents a cru-
cial lifeline, allowing the gov-

ernment to stabilize the
power sector without further
increasing sovereign debt.
The move provides tempo-
rary breathing room as au-
thorities attempt to navigate
the complexities of eco-
nomic recovery, yet it also
raises pressing concerns
about long-term financial
sustainability.

Despite this immediate

relief, the underlying struc-
tural weaknesses in Pak-
istan’s economy remain un-
addressed. The circular debt
crisis, fueled by inefficien-
cies, high transmission
losses, and payment de-
faults, continues to weigh
heavily on the power sector.
While borrowing from do-
mestic banks may offer
short-term liquidity, it also in-
creases pressure on the fi-
nancial system, with banks
bearing a growing share of
the country’s economic
risks.

The government’s re-
liance on bank loans as a
stopgap measure under-
scores the broader chal-
lenge of reforming Pak-
istan’s energy sector, where
political resistance and
vested interests have long
hindered meaningful

change. The IMF’s willing-
ness to accommodate Pak-
istan’s request reflects the
urgency of the situation, but
the burden of implementa-
tion now falls on policymak-
ers, who must ensure that
borrowed funds are used ef-
ficiently and that long-over-
due reforms are not further
delayed.

As Pakistan moves for-
ward with its financial re-
structuring plan, the focus
will inevitably shift to how
well it manages its obliga-
tions. Whether this latest
IMF-backed strategy leads
to a sustainable resolution of
the circular debt crisis or
merely postpones deeper
economic turmoil will de-
pend on the government’s
ability to enforce fiscal disci-
pline and introduce much-
needed structural reforms.

IMF allows Pakistan to
borrow Rs1.25trn locally

Under a six-year roadmap to alleviate financial strain, the government aims to
repay Rs 1.5 trillion through bank loans and surcharge-driven revenue

By ISPR

R A W A L P I N D I :
Bahrain’s National Guard
Commander, General
Sheikh Mohammed bin Isa
bin Salman Al Khalifa, held
a crucial meeting with Pak-
istan’s Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), General Syed
Asim Munir, at General
Headquarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi.

The visit underscored
the deep-rooted military
ties between the two na-

tions, with discussions fo-
cusing on regional security
dynamics, mutual defense
cooperation, and strate-
gies to bolster peace and
stability in an increasingly
volatile geopolitical land-
scape.

According to the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), both military lead-
ers engaged in a compre-
hensive exchange of views
on countering emerging
threats and strengthening

collaborative security
frameworks. General Asim
Munir reaffirmed Pak-
istan’s unwavering com-
mitment to regional stabil-
ity and highlighted the
need for sustained cooper-
ation to address evolving
security challenges. He
emphasized that strong
defense partnerships were
essential in tackling threats
such as terrorism, transna-
tional crime, and regional
instability.

General Sheikh Mo-

hammed bin Isa expressed
Bahrain’s appreciation for
Pakistan’s professional
and battle-hardened
armed forces, commend-
ing their dedication to
eradicating terrorism and
their contributions to global
peacekeeping missions.
His remarks reflected
Bahrain’s recognition of
Pakistan’s military prowess
and its role in ensuring re-
gional security through
strategic partnerships.

Pakistan, Bahrain hold
talks on defense
cooperation

By Saeed Baloch

MANILA: Activists and
experts from Sri Lanka, the
Philippines, Indonesia, and
Malaysia came together for
the People's Tribunal, a
gathering aimed at holding
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank accountable for their
policies. This session
marked the third People's
Tribunal following previous
hearings in Manila, Philip-
pines, and Kolkata, India.

The Tribunal in Kath-
mandu was presided over
by a panel of judges, includ-
ing Dr. Bela Bhatia, a
human rights activist from
India, Dr. Ravi Sharma
Aryal, a former High Court
judge from Nepal, Dr. Amali
Chamindika Wedagedara, a
human rights activist from
Sri Lanka, Mohammad
Shahjahan Siddiqui, a legal
economist from Bangladesh,
Advocate Haider Ali Butt
from Pakistan, and Mohna
Ansari, a former member of
Nepal’s Human Rights Com-
mission. International judges

also joined the proceedings
virtually.

Before the two-day Tribu-
nal, more than 200 people
marched to the World Bank
office in Nepal, where re-
gional movement leaders
handed over a "Letter of De-
mand against the IMF and
World Bank" to an adminis-
trative officer in Kathmandu.
The International People’s
Tribunal against the World
Bank and IMF is an initiative
driven by grassroots move-
ments, trade unions, peas-
ant organizations, women's
groups, and civil society or-
ganizations from across the
region.

Led by the Asian Peo-

ple’s Movement on Debt
and Development
(APMDD), the tribunal coin-
cided with the 80th anniver-
sary of what activists de-
scribe as “debt and
destruction” inflicted by
these financial institutions. In
their key observations, the
jury condemned the IMF
and World Bank’s imposition
of neoliberal policies, partic-
ularly privatization and trade
liberalization, which they ar-
gued violate human rights,
deepen inequality, promote
false economic solutions,
fuel the climate crisis, and
drive corporate profits at the
expense of the most vulner-
able.

Asian activists unite to
hold IMF, WB accountable

By Imtiaz Hussain

SUKKUR: A Khairpur
court on Tuesday granted a
one-day physical remand for
Shahnaz Parveen and a
three-day remand for two
other accused, Sajid
Phulpoto and Asad Lashari,
in the murder case of Deputy
District Attorney Liaquat Ali
Phulpoto.

The A-Section Police of
Khairpur presented Shahnaz
Parveen before Judicial
Magistrate Abdul Hakim
Sangi, requesting a 14-day
physical remand.

However, the court
granted only a shorter period
of three days remand. Fol-
lowing the hearing, Shahnaz
Parveen was taken to the
Women Police Station, while
the other two accused were
sent to A-Section Police Sta-
tion.

Rafia Noor Phulpoto, the
daughter of the slain lawyer,
has pleaded for justice, in-
sisting her father’s murder
was premeditated. Express-
ing serious concerns over
the post-mortem report is-
sued by doctors at Khairpur
Medical College Civil Hospi-
tal, she alleged that crucial
forensic tests, including a CT
scan of the brain and viscera
analysis for possible poison-
ing, were ignored. She ac-
cused the police of protect-
ing suspects and criticized

the delay in recovering the
murder weapon.

An FIR (No. 72/2025)
was lodged at A-Section Po-
lice Station by the victim’s
brother, Imdad Phulpoto. Ac-
cording to him, his brother
Liaquat Phulpoto had mar-
ried Shahnaz Parveen after
the assassination of her first
husband, Abdul Aziz, an
ASF officer killed in Karachi
in 1990. The couple had
three children together.
Imdad Phulpoto claimed that
tensions escalated after
Shahnaz pressured her hus-
band to transfer property into
her name.

Imdad alleged that when
Liaquat refused, insisting the
property rightfully belonged
to their children, she repeat-
edly threatened him before
finally orchestrating the mur-
der with her brother’s assis-
tance. In her confession,
Parveen claimed she had
endured years of abuse at
the hands of her husband.
She said she had sought in-
tervention from family elders,
but no one acted.

Three suspects
remanded in lawyer’s

murder case
Rafia Noor Phulpoto, daughter of the
slain lawyer, has pleaded for justice,

calling her father’s murder
premeditated and accusing
police of shielding suspects

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif is set to
embark on an official visit to
Saudi Arabia from March 19
to 22, focusing on strength-
ening bilateral ties, expand-
ing economic cooperation,
and exploring new invest-
ment opportunities. The
high-level visit underscores
Pakistan’s commitment to
deepening its strategic part-
nership with the kingdom at
a time of evolving global and

regional challenges.
Accompanied by Deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar, along
with key federal ministers
and senior officials, She-
hbaz Sharif is scheduled to
meet Saudi Crown Prince
and Prime Minister Mo-
hammed bin Salman. The
discussions are expected to
revolve around enhancing
trade relations, fostering col-
laboration in key economic
sectors, and identifying new
avenues for investment.

The Foreign Office has
confirmed that talks will also
cover pressing global and
regional issues, including
the ongoing crisis in Gaza,
shifting dynamics in the Mid-
dle East, and concerns of
the broader Muslim world.
This visit builds on the prime
minister’s last trip to Saudi
Arabia in December, where
he addressed the 'One
Water Summit' and pro-
posed a six-point global
agenda to tackle water-re-
lated challenges.

PM to leave for Saudi Arabia today
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By S.M. Inam

In the face of an esca-lating wave of violence
and extremism that

has once again gripped
Pakistan, the national
leadership—both political
and military—has come
together with a firm re-
solve to confront the

growing menace of terrorism with an iron
fist. In a pivotal moment, the Parliamentary
Committee on National Security convened
under the leadership of the Speaker of the
National Assembly, bringing together some
of the most powerful and influential figures
in the country. The communiqué that fol-
lowed the meeting was not just a formal
statement; it was a solemn commitment to
protect the very essence of Pakistan’s sov-
ereignty, peace, and stability.

The recent surge in terrorist attacks has
thrown the country into a state of fear and
uncertainty, reminding the nation of the per-
sistent threat that insurgents and terrorist
groups pose to its security. The parliamen-
tary committee was not only responding to
the immediate danger but also laying the
foundation for a broader, more unified strat-
egy to deal with terrorism in the long term.
The communiqué, issued soon after the
meeting, was a clear signal to both the peo-
ple of Pakistan and the international com-
munity that the nation’s leadership, despite
political differences, had come together to
take decisive action. The unity displayed in
this moment of crisis was a reminder that
national security transcends partisan poli-
tics.

The communiqué explicitly condemned
the terrorist attacks that had rocked the
country, emphasizing that such violence
could no longer be tolerated. In a direct and
forceful statement, the leadership made it
clear that there would be no compromise on
the issue of terrorism. The message was
unequivocal: terrorism, in all its forms, will

not be allowed to undermine the country’s
security or its future. The unity of the politi-
cal and military leadership was not just
symbolic but a potent demonstration of the
collective will to take strong action against
those who seek to destabilize Pakistan
through violence and extremism.

But the commitment to confront terror-
ism is not merely about issuing stern state-
ments. The communiqué also outlined a
detailed strategy for the future, a strategy
that underscores the urgency of the situa-
tion. It was made clear that the fight against
terrorism would be pursued with all avail-
able resources, meaning that no stone
would be left unturned in the effort to elimi-
nate the threat. The committee spoke about
the need for a comprehensive approach
that combines military action, legal reforms,
and institutional support. One of the most
critical aspects of the strategy is the dis-
mantling of terrorist networks. The leader-
ship recognized that terrorism is not just the
work of individuals, but of well-organized,
interconnected networks that span coun-
tries and regions. In particular, the commu-
niqué called for a focused effort to target the
facilitators and enablers of terrorism, who
often operate in the shadows, providing lo-
gistical and financial support to terror
groups.

Another aspect of the committee’s re-
solve was its clear stance against any form
of sympathy or support for terrorist organi-
zations. This was particularly important in
light of the ongoing situation in Afghanistan,
where several extremist groups continue to
operate with relative impunity. The commit-
tee’s position was that any affiliation with
such groups must be categorically rejected.
This was a crucial moment for the leader-
ship to send a message that Pakistan
would not tolerate terrorist elements oper-
ating from any neighboring country, and
that the security of its citizens would not be
compromised by external threats.

The issue of social media’s role in the
propagation of terrorism was also high-

lighted. In today’s interconnected world, the
power of the internet and social media can-
not be underestimated. These platforms,
once a source of freedom and expression,
have increasingly become breeding
grounds for extremist ideologies. The com-
mittee’s recommendation to tackle this
issue head-on is a timely and necessary
step in the fight against terrorism. The rise
of online radicalization and the spread of vi-
olent narratives must be curbed, and it is
clear that this will require a concerted effort
from both government agencies and the pri-
vate sector. The leadership’s call for
stronger regulation and accountability on
social media platforms demonstrates an un-
derstanding of the modern challenges in the
fight against extremism.

Equally significant is the committee’s
emphasis on strengthening Pakistan’s law
enforcement institutions. The communiqué
underscored the importance of providing
the police and intelligence agencies with
the tools and resources they need to suc-
ceed in their fight against terrorism. There
is no doubt that the capacity of law enforce-
ment agencies plays a crucial role in tack-
ling terrorism. These agencies are often the
first line of defense against threats, and en-
suring that they are well-equipped and well-
trained is essential for any successful coun-
terterrorism strategy. The leadership’s
commitment to boosting these institutions is
a step in the right direction, and it reflects a
recognition that terrorism cannot be de-
feated through military action alone.

However, the resolve of the national
leadership is not just about enforcing secu-
rity measures or addressing immediate
threats. It also involves addressing the root
causes of terrorism. The committee dis-
cussed the broader national security con-
text, which includes economic stability, so-
cial cohesion, and political unity. These are
the pillars upon which long-term peace and
security must be built. While military opera-
tions and legal measures can provide short-
term solutions, they are insufficient in the

face of the underlying issues that fuel ex-
tremism. Economic deprivation, social in-
equality, and political alienation have all
played a role in fostering an environment
where terrorism can thrive. The committee’s
acknowledgment of this broader context is
an important recognition that combating ter-
rorism requires a multi-faceted approach
that goes beyond security measures.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s pres-
ence at the meeting was a testament to the
government’s commitment to this unified
approach. The Prime Minister has consis-
tently emphasized the need for a compre-
hensive and coordinated response to ter-
rorism, one that involves not just military
and law enforcement agencies but also the
broader society. The absence of some op-
position members during the meeting was
regrettable, but it did not diminish the re-
solve of the leadership. The message was
clear: the fight against terrorism is a na-
tional priority that transcends party lines.
While differences in political opinion will un-
doubtedly remain, on this issue, the leader-
ship has shown that unity is paramount.

This collective resolve signals a crucial
moment in Pakistan’s ongoing battle
against terrorism. The country is at a cross-
roads. It faces both internal and external
threats, and its response will shape its fu-
ture. With a clear, focused strategy, the full
mobilization of resources, and a unified
leadership, Pakistan stands ready to con-
front and dismantle the terrorist networks
that continue to threaten its stability. The
commitment to do so with unwavering de-
termination is a testament to the nation’s re-
solve to protect its citizens, its institutions,
and its future. The battle against terrorism
is far from over, but with this new phase of
leadership unity and resolve, there is hope
that Pakistan will emerge stronger and
more secure in the years to come.

The writer is a former government of-
ficer and a senior analyst on national
and international affairs, can be reached
at inam@metro-morning.com

By Uzma Ehtasham

There is no question
about the pivotal
role the Pakistan

Armed Forces play in
safeguarding the coun-
try’s existence. While
many sectors in the coun-
try, both governmental

and private, contribute to the nation’s growth
and prosperity, there is one sector whose
absence would leave an indelible void—one
that would unravel the fabric of Pakistan it-
self. That sector is the military. In the grand
scheme of things, various industries and de-
partments could disappear without funda-
mentally disturbing the nation’s structure.
However, the military is irreplaceable; with-
out it, Pakistan's sovereignty, freedom, and
security would be jeopardized. The peace
and security we often take for granted, the
quiet nights we rest, are the result of the un-
wavering vigilance and dedication of the
armed forces. Without their tireless efforts,
Pakistan would not enjoy the peace it does
today. They stand as the ultimate guarantors
of the nation’s defense, and their bravery
and sacrifice are the foundation of national
pride.

The significance of their role was vividly
demonstrated on the 12th and 13th of
March, when a group of terrorists seized 400
passengers on a train in the Dhadar region
of Balochistan. The country held its breath,
fearing that the passengers would be
slaughtered, or worse, that the state might
be forced into making a humiliating compro-
mise. But in the face of this dire situation, the
Pakistan Armed Forces exhibited unparal-
leled courage, wisdom, and precision. Their

swift action brought the hostage situation to
a dramatic and decisive end, a moment that
filled the nation with an overwhelming sense
of pride. The collective breath of the country
was released as the security forces neutral-
ized the threat, demonstrating their unwa-
vering resolve and commitment to protecting
Pakistan’s citizens. This was not just a vic-
tory; it was a reaffirmation of the military’s
critical role in defending the country against
threats of all kinds.

But this is not the first time that the Pak-
istan Armed Forces have been called upon
to rise to the occasion. From the moment the
nation was conceived, the military has been
the bulwark that has shielded Pakistan from
both internal and external dangers. A look
back at the events of September 6th, 1965,
during the India-Pakistan war, provides a
clear example of the valor and resilience that
define Pakistan’s armed forces. On that fate-
ful night, when India launched an attack on
Pakistan, General Ayub Khan addressed the
nation with a speech that echoed through
the hearts of millions. He reminded the coun-
try that they were a nation whose faith was
rooted in the powerful words, “La ilaha illal-
lah, Muhammadur Rasoolullah,” igniting a
wave of patriotism across the nation. Pak-
istanis, from the elderly to the youth, took to
the streets to defend their homeland, often
armed only with sticks, standing defiant
against the might of the Indian military.

The war that followed, which lasted for 17
days, witnessed some of the most incredible
displays of bravery. The resilience of Major
Aziz Bhatti and his battalion at BRB is leg-
endary. Despite facing overwhelming odds,
Major Bhatti’s battalion repeatedly withdrew
tactically, giving the impression that they
were facing a full brigade, holding off Indian

forces for days. His eventual martyrdom
added to his heroic legacy, earning him the
highest military honor, the Nishan-e-Haider.
Another name etched in history is that of MM
Alam, who downed seven Indian aircraft in a
single day, proving that Pakistan’s air force
was capable of countering any threat. The
Battle of Chawinda became a turning point
in the conflict, as the battlefield was littered
with the remains of destroyed Indian tanks,
a testament to the tenacity and skill of Pak-
istan’s armed forces.

The Pakistan Armed Forces are not only
known for their military prowess but also for
their unwavering commitment to martyrdom
and the principle of “Jihad fi Sabeelillah”
(striving in the way of Allah). This dedication
to self-sacrifice sets them apart from the
armed forces of other nations, such as India,
the United States, or Russia. Since the birth
of Pakistan, thousands of soldiers have em-
braced martyrdom, paying the ultimate price
to defend the country from both external
threats and internal strife. The military’s com-
mitment spans multiple fronts—against the
visible enemy, such as India, and against the
invisible forces of extremism and terrorism
that seek to infiltrate society. Today, as ter-
rorists continue to rear their heads in regions
like Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
the brave soldiers of Pakistan’s armed
forces continue to fight against this internal
scourge, putting their lives on the line to rid
the country of terrorism and maintain peace.

When we lay our heads to rest at night,
in the comfort and safety of our homes, it is
easy to forget that the guardians of our bor-
ders remain vigilant, alert, and ready to de-
fend the nation at a moment’s notice. The
enemies of Pakistan understand that as long
as the military remains strong, the country

cannot be defeated. This is why the first tar-
get of their attacks is always the armed
forces. One of the most insidious weapons
used against Pakistan is the vile propaganda
aimed at creating rifts between the military
and the people. This was the same tactic
employed during the tragic disintegration of
East Pakistan, where external forces, with
the help of certain internal factions, sowed
division between the people and their own
military. This division led to attacks on mili-
tary personnel and the destruction of military
assets, ultimately paving the way for the
country’s disintegration. The painful memo-
ries of that chapter in Pakistan’s history still
haunt every Pakistani, serving as a constant
reminder of the dangers of internal discord
and the destructive power of disunity.

Despite these challenges, the nation’s re-
spect and reverence for its armed forces re-
main steadfast. The courage and selfless-
ness displayed by the military should not
only be acknowledged but celebrated. Their
sacrifices are the bedrock upon which Pak-
istan’s security and future are built. Without
the unwavering loyalty of the men and
women in uniform, Pakistan’s existence
would not be guaranteed. It is the responsi-
bility of every citizen to honor and recognize
the sacrifices of these brave souls who, night
after night, stand guard to ensure that we
can sleep soundly. In these difficult times, it
is more important than ever to unite behind
our military, for their continued valor ensures
that the defense of our homeland remains in
the safest of hands.

The writer is a public health profes-
sional and possesses expertise in health
communication, having keen interest in
national and international affairs, can be
reached at uzma@metro-morning.com

Pakistan army: Only pillar of national security

Human trafficking remains one of the most sinister
scourges of our modern world, devastating lives
and destabilizing societies across the globe. It is a

crime that not only reduces people to mere commodities
but also exposes the fragility of international systems
meant to protect the most vulnerable. While trafficking
continues to entrench itself in the shadows, it forces
even the most developed nations to resort to methods
that, though intended to stem the tide of human suffer-
ing, often exacerbate it in ways that defy basic humani-
tarian principles. A chilling reminder of this reality sur-
faced recently when a country ordered a boat filled with
refugees, desperate for safety, to be pushed back into
the open sea. Tragically, the boat capsized, resulting in
the loss of precious lives. This event was a stark re-
minder of the moral cost of treating human beings as
mere pawns in political strategies. It also raised impor-
tant questions about the limits of law enforcement when
it comes to safeguarding the dignity and sanctity of
human life.

At the heart of the issue is the criminalization of
human movement. While it is true that crossing borders
illegally is typically classified as a criminal offense, the
punishment for such crimes should remain firmly in the
hands of a nation’s judiciary. It is essential that security
agencies, no matter their country of origin, respect the
boundaries set by the rule of law. No law, no matter how
firmly entrenched in national policy, should ever take
precedence over the right to life. When enforcing such
laws leads to the loss of human life, they cross the line
from being just laws to instruments of injustice. Society
must ask itself: if the implementation of a law causes
harm on such a scale, can it still be considered just?
Surely, no truly humane society can condone laws that
lead to such heartbreaking tragedies.

The rhetoric surrounding immigration has become in-
creasingly toxic, especially in countries like the United
States. The words and actions of U.S. President Donald
Trump, in particular, reflect an approach to immigration
that is harsh, cruel, and deeply concerning. Under his
leadership, the U.S. has escalated its efforts to close its
doors to migrants, particularly those seeking refuge from
war, violence, and poverty. Trump’s rhetoric has not only
vilified immigrants but also deepened societal divisions.
It fosters an atmosphere where the value of human life
seems negotiable, something to be bartered for political
leverage. This rhetoric, unfortunately, is not unique to the
United States. Across the world, nations are increasingly
adopting dehumanizing stances toward immigrants,
painting them as threats rather than individuals in des-
perate need of protection. These sentiments, if left
unchecked, threaten the moral fabric of the international
community.

But behind these anti-immigrant policies lies some-
thing even more troubling. The geopolitical dynamics be-
tween the U.S., China, and Russia are reshaping the
global order in ways that directly impact vulnerable coun-
tries like Pakistan. The U.S. seeks to maintain its domi-
nance over global affairs, not just economically but mili-
tarily as well. This struggle for power is playing out in
distant regions, from Eastern Europe to the Middle East,
and now in South Asia. It is no secret that the U.S. has
long viewed Pakistan’s natural resources, particularly its
water, as a strategic asset. Tensions between China,
Russia, and the U.S. over Pakistan’s resources are pal-
pable. The ongoing terrorism in Balochistan, which has
claimed countless lives, is part of this broader struggle.
By destabilizing the region, the U.S. and its allies hope to
prevent China and Russia from gaining access to these
crucial resources. In this political game, however, it is the
innocent citizens of Pakistan who bear the brunt, caught
in the crossfire of global power struggles that seem in-
different to their suffering.

Amid these global machinations, Pakistan faces its
own internal crisis: human trafficking. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s commitment to eradicating this trade
is a much-needed and commendable response to this
deeply entrenched problem. During a recent meeting
with officials from the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
and Intelligence Bureau, who were responsible for the
successful dismantling of the notorious Jaja gang, the
Prime Minister took the opportunity to praise their work.
Cash rewards and shields were given to the officers who
had demonstrated exemplary performance in combating
this heinous trade. Yet, as the government steps up its
efforts, it is clear that the root causes of human traffick-
ing remain deeply embedded in the economic struggles
faced by many families, especially in the underdevel-
oped regions of Punjab.

It is a reality that the country’s economic crisis has
exacerbated this issue. As Pakistan’s economy grapples
with persistent challenges, including inflation, unem-
ployment, and a crippling debt burden, more and more
people are falling prey to traffickers. The promise of a
better life in Europe or the United States becomes an al-
luring escape from the hardships of everyday life. But as
we have seen time and time again, this escape is noth-
ing more than a mirage. 

The tragedy of the Mediterranean boat disaster, in
which 300 Pakistani lives were lost in June 2023, is a
heartbreaking reminder of the human cost of this trade.
It is estimated that over 700 people were aboard the
doomed boat, their hopes of a better life dashed in an in-
stant. This tragedy galvanized both the Pakistani gov-
ernment and civil society to take stronger action against
human trafficking.

However, eradicating human trafficking requires
more than just law enforcement. It requires a concerted
effort to address the root causes of trafficking: poverty,
unemployment, and lack of opportunity. As such, sus-
tainable economic programs must be introduced to pro-
vide young people with viable alternatives to the dan-
gerous promises of traffickers. 

Only by creating real economic opportunities for Pak-
istan’s youth can we hope to combat this trade in human
lives. The government’s recent initiatives to improve em-
ployment prospects and provide better education are a
step in the right direction. But much more must be done
to create a future where young people are not forced to
choose between desperation and exploitation.

In the end, the fight against human trafficking is a bat-
tle for humanity itself. We must remember that at the
heart of this issue lies the struggle for human dignity. It is
incumbent upon governments, organizations, and indi-
viduals alike to ensure that human life remains sacred
and that no law, no matter how well-intentioned, justifies
the loss of life. Only then can we begin to build a world
where human trafficking is not just fought, but eradi-
cated.

Dark reality of
human trafficking

By Atiq Raja

Maturity is often
linked to age, but in
reality, it has little to

do with the number of
years a person has lived.
Some individuals display
wisdom, responsibility, and
emotional intelligence early
on, while others struggle

with immaturity well into their later years. The
ability to think critically, manage emotions
wisely, and make responsible decisions de-
fines true maturity. The question is, why do
some people mature early while others do
not? And how can one cultivate maturity to
reap its many benefits? Life experiences play
a defining role in shaping maturity. Those who
face challenges, responsibilities, or hardships
early in life often develop emotional and intel-
lectual maturity faster. A child who shoulders
the burden of supporting their family may
quickly learn resilience and responsibility,
while someone raised in a sheltered environ-
ment might not develop the same level of
awareness until much later. The contrast is
stark, yet it explains why some individuals nav-
igate adulthood with grace while others strug-
gle with even the simplest responsibilities. 

At the heart of maturity lies emotional intel-
ligence—the ability to understand and regulate
one’s own emotions while empathizing with
others. Some people seem naturally equipped
with this skill, acting with wisdom and patience
even in difficult situations. Others lack self-
awareness, making it difficult for them to grow
emotionally. But self-awareness is not an in-
nate trait; it can be developed with effort and
reflection. A person willing to examine their re-
actions and learn from their experiences
stands a better chance of developing maturity
over time. Parental influence cannot be ig-
nored. The way a child is raised shapes their
approach to life. Those taught responsibility,
critical thinking, and self-control often mature
faster. In contrast, overprotected or exces-
sively pampered individuals may struggle with
decision-making and accountability well into
adulthood. A child who has been allowed to
make mistakes, learn from them, and face

consequences is far better prepared for the
complexities of life than one who has been
shielded from every hardship. Education and
exposure to diverse ideas also foster maturity. 

People who seek knowledge, reflect on
their actions, and remain open to growth ma-
ture faster than those who resist change. Ma-
turity is not about having all the answers; it is
about the willingness to keep learning and
evolving. Those who engage in meaningful
discussions, read widely, and challenge their
own perspectives inevitably develop a
broader, more informed outlook on life. Yet,
beyond external influences, some aspects of
maturity are tied to personality traits and even
genetics. Thoughtful and analytical individuals
often appear mature beyond their years, while
those with impulsive or carefree tendencies
may take longer to develop self-restraint and
accountability. This does not mean that matu-
rity is unattainable for those who struggle with
impulsiveness—it simply requires more con-
scious effort. Maturity is not a fixed trait but a
skill that can be cultivated. The first step is tak-
ing responsibility for one’s actions. A mature
person does not shift blame or make excuses.
They acknowledge their role in situations,
learn from mistakes, and move forward. Per-
sonal accountability is at the core of growth. 

Developing emotional intelligence is an-
other crucial aspect. Understanding emotions
and managing them effectively prevents im-
pulsive reactions and fosters better relation-
ships. Self-reflection, empathy, and patience
go a long way in building maturity. A person
who can step back, assess their emotions,
and respond thoughtfully rather than react
rashly is already on the path to greater wis-
dom. Maturity also requires a growth mindset.
Those who embrace lifelong learning—
through reading, discussions, and seeking
feedback—continually refine their thinking.
Knowledge and wisdom are not static; they
evolve as a person remains open to new per-
spectives. 

An unwillingness to consider different view-
points is often a mark of immaturity. Those
who assume their perspective is the only cor-
rect one limit their growth. A mature person lis-
tens actively, respects differing opinions, and
values diversity of thought. Engaging with dif-

ferent perspectives does not mean agreeing
with everything but understanding that one’s
view is not the sole truth. 

Self-discipline is another hallmark of matu-
rity. Whether it’s managing anger, resisting im-
pulsive spending, or maintaining a healthy
lifestyle, self-control leads to better decision-
making. The ability to delay gratification and
prioritize long-term benefits over immediate
desires is a clear sign of wisdom. Strong rela-
tionships are built on maturity. Being depend-
able, communicating effectively, and showing
empathy strengthen personal and professional
bonds. Avoiding unnecessary drama and fo-
cusing on constructive, respectful interactions
fosters healthier relationships. Life is unpre-
dictable, and those who adapt to change with
a positive attitude navigate it best. Instead of
resisting what cannot be controlled, mature in-
dividuals find solutions and embrace new cir-
cumstances. Adaptability is, in many ways, the
essence of wisdom. The benefits of maturity
extend far beyond personal growth. A mature
person makes better decisions, weighing pros
and cons carefully rather than acting on im-
pulse. 

This leads to greater success in both per-
sonal and professional life. Stronger relation-
ships, built on patience and emotional intelli-
gence, become another reward. Those who
exhibit maturity naturally earn respect and
trust, positioning themselves as leaders in var-
ious spheres. Reduced stress and anxiety
come as a natural consequence of handling
situations with composure rather than panic.
Ultimately, a mature individual finds greater ful-
fillment, seeking meaning in relationships,
achievements, and values rather than superfi-
cial gratification. Maturity is not dictated by age
but by mindset and experience. While some
mature early due to circumstances, others
must actively work towards developing wis-
dom and emotional intelligence. Taking re-
sponsibility, regulating emotions, and embrac-
ing lifelong learning are essential steps in this
journey. The rewards of maturity—better rela-
tionships, sound decision-making, and a
deeper sense of fulfillment—make it a pursuit
well worth the effort for anyone seeking suc-
cess and happiness in life.

The writer is a rights activist and CEO
of AR Trainings and Consultancy, with de-
grees in Political Science and English Lit-
erature, can be reached at news@metro-
morning.com

Maturity beyond age

Resolve against extremism
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By Hadeel Awad

It has been two months since the cease-fire started in Gaza. Palestinians are still
being killed by the Israeli army, but the re-

lentless bombardment has stopped – at
least for now. Much-needed aid that was al-
lowed into the Strip was cut off two weeks
ago.

What entered in the previous month and
a half could hardly resuscitate the collapsed
healthcare system in Gaza. So many hos-
pitals and clinics have been destroyed, es-
pecially in the north, that humanitarian or-
ganisations have had to set up tents to
provide basic care for hundreds of thou-
sands of survivors. The medical supplies
that came in are already running out.

Amid this continuing torment, the health-
care system in Gaza cannot even begin to
recover, much less address the multiple
health crises plaguing the civilian popula-
tion. One of the worst among them is the
shocking number of amputees that Israel’s
indiscriminate use of explosive weapons for
15 months has left behind.

According to the World Health Organi-
zation, as of September 2024, 22,500 peo-
ple in Gaza had sustained life-altering in-
juries since October 7, 2023, including
severe limb injuries, amputations, spinal
cord trauma, traumatic brain injuries and
major burns.

At the height of the genocidal war, aid
agencies and medical organisations were
reporting that more than 10 children were
losing one or two limbs every day in Gaza.
Many were undergoing the operation with-
out anaesthesia and many of these limbs
could have been saved had the healthcare
system not been completely decimated. In
December, the UN said Gaza has the “high-
est number of child amputees per capita in
the world”.

In July 2024, while on a field visit to Al-
Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, I witnessed firsthand
how one of the last functioning hospitals in
Gaza was struggling to help those who had
sustained injuries from explosive weapons.
When I arrived at the hospital, there were
many people injured due to several bomb-
ings.

Silent epidemic
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KARACHI: Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
US President Donald Trump
held a crucial phone call, re-
sulting in what the White
House has described as a
meaningful step toward re-
ducing hostilities. The most
immediate outcome of the
conversation is Russia’s
agreement to refrain from
targeting Ukraine’s energy
infrastructure for the next 30
days, a temporary reprieve
that could ease civilian suf-
fering as the war drags on.

Despite this develop-
ment, reports emerging from
British media suggest that
Moscow’s broader demands
for an end to the conflict re-
main unchanged, under-
scoring the complexity of the
ongoing war. The Kremlin, in
its statement following the
call, confirmed that both
Russia and Ukraine would
exchange 175 prisoners of
war—a move seen as a po-
tential confidence-building
measure in what has other-

wise been a deeply en-
trenched conflict.

During their conversa-
tion, both leaders acknowl-
edged the immense human
and economic cost of the
war, with Putin and Trump
expressing regret that the
conflict had not been re-
solved sooner. There was
an implicit recognition that
resources spent on sustain-
ing the war effort could have
been better directed toward
the welfare of their respec-
tive citizens. In what ap-
peared to be an attempt at
reframing the relationship
between Washington and
Moscow, the two leaders

emphasized the mutual ben-
efits of improved ties, sug-
gesting that cooperation be-
tween the US and Russia
could yield positive out-
comes far beyond the battle-
field.

Meanwhile, British For-
eign Secretary David Lam-
ing has confirmed that the
G7 nations are weighing ad-
ditional measures to pres-
sure Russia into agreeing to
a ceasefire in Ukraine, as-
serting that the group still
has "more cards to play" in
its strategy. Laming indi-
cated that ongoing diplo-
matic efforts could see the
involvement of more than 30

countries willing to provide
military assistance to
Ukraine if an accord is
reached. The statement, is-
sued by Downing Street,
outlined the broader interna-
tional support being mobi-
lized as part of the peace ini-
tiative.

Addressing Members of
Parliament, Laming re-
vealed that the G7 foreign
ministers had convened last
week in Canada to discuss
the crisis. He emphasized
that a ceasefire proposal is
now on the table and that
Ukraine has demonstrated a
serious commitment to
peace. The decision, he
said, now rests with Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, making
it his responsibility to re-
spond to the offer. Directing
his remarks at the Russian
leader, Laming posed a
stark question: "Are you se-
rious about peace? Do you
want to end the fighting? If
so, you must demonstrate
your intentions by imple-
menting a complete and un-
conditional ceasefire."

Russia halts energy attacks in
Ukraine after Trump-Putin call
Beyond these immediate steps, Washington and Moscow have also
committed to technical negotiations in pursuit of a ceasefire in the

Black Sea region
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GAZA: Israel has
launched a fresh and devas-
tating round of airstrikes on
Gaza in what marks a stark
violation of the ceasefire
agreement, leaving at least
200 Palestinians dead and
hundreds more wounded.
The attacks, which unfolded
in the early hours of the
morning, targeted densely
populated residential areas,
with women and children
among the victims.

Eyewitness accounts
from Gaza describe scenes
of horror, as entire families
were buried under the rubble
of their homes. Reports indi-
cate that at least 35 Israeli
air raids were launched from
central Israel, striking multi-
ple locations across the be-
sieged enclave. The Israeli
military has claimed that the
operation was aimed at
Hamas-linked sites, but
Palestinian officials and
human rights groups argue
that civilians bore the brunt
of the assault.

The most severe bomb-
ings were concentrated in
Deir al-Balah, where three
residential buildings were re-
duced to debris. Khan You-
nis and Rafah also came
under heavy attack, with
strikes timed during Suhoor,
catching many in their

homes as they prepared for
the pre-dawn meal in the
holy month of Ramadan.
Hospitals, already over-
whelmed and struggling with
dwindling medical supplies,
have been unable to cope
with the influx of casualties.

Hamas has accused Is-
rael of unilaterally abandon-
ing the ceasefire and resum-
ing its offensive against
civilians. The group has re-
jected Israeli claims that the
latest escalation was in re-
sponse to stalled negotia-
tions over hostage releases,
stating that Israel has cho-
sen war over diplomacy. In
retaliation, Hamas has
vowed to respond with force,
raising fears of further esca-
lation.

Meanwhile, the Israeli
Prime Minister’s Office has
defended the airstrikes, ar-
guing that they were neces-

sary after Hamas allegedly
refused to accept terms for
releasing Israeli hostages.
The renewed offensive sig-
nals a wider military push,
with Israeli forces reportedly
receiving orders to expand
operations across Gaza.

Adding to the contro-
versy, the White House has
confirmed that it was con-
sulted prior to the Israeli
bombardment, a revelation
that raises serious questions
about Washington’s role in
enabling the attacks. The
Biden administration’s
stance has once again come
under scrutiny, as calls grow
for an immediate end to the
bloodshed. However, with Is-
rael escalating its campaign
and diplomatic efforts falter-
ing, the people of Gaza re-
main trapped in yet another
chapter of relentless devas-
tation.

Israel violates ceasefire,
massacres 200 Palestinians

in Gaza airstrikes
Eyewitnesses in Gaza recount scenes of 

unimaginable horror, with entire families trapped 
beneath the rubble, as at least 35 Israeli air raids
from central Israel pounded the besieged enclave
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WASHINGTON: White
House Press Secretary Car-
oline Leavitt has stated that
Israel consulted with Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s admin-
istration before launching its
latest attacks on Gaza on
Tuesday. According to Leav-
itt, the U.S. administration
was aware in advance of Is-
rael’s extensive assault on
the Gaza Strip.

In an interview with an
American news channel,
Leavitt referenced a previ-
ous statement by President
Trump, in which he warned:
"Hamas, the Houthis, Iran,
and anyone who targets not
just Israel but also the United
States with terrorism will pay
a heavy price. The gates of
hell will be opened upon
them." Trump has issued
similar warnings in the past,
emphasizing that Hamas
must release all hostages
immediately, or face devas-
tating consequences.

The intensive Israeli as-
sault on Gaza in the early
hours of Tuesday morning
came after negotiations for
an extension of the ceasefire
collapsed. Just hours before
the attack, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
convened a meeting at the
Ministry of Defense in Tel
Aviv, where the decision to
resume the war was made.
This information was dis-
closed by Israeli sources to
the newspaper Maariv.

White House
warns of

consequences
for attacks

against Israel

By ISPR/
Asghar Ali Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: Chief of
Army Staff General Asim
Munir has delivered a res-
olute message on Pak-
istan’s security, asserting
that no movement, agenda,
or individual takes prece-
dence over the country’s
stability. Addressing the Na-
tional Security Parliamen-
tary Committee, the Army
Chief made it clear that na-
tional security remains the
ultimate priority, emphasiz-
ing that the survival of the
state is directly linked to the
well-being of its people and
institutions.

"If this country exists, we
exist. There is nothing more
important to us than national
security," he declared, un-
derscoring the gravity of the
threats Pakistan continues
to face. His remarks came
amid escalating security
concerns, with the military
intensifying operations
against militant groups seek-
ing to destabilize the nation.
General Munir also urged
religious scholars to confront
extremist narratives that dis-
tort Islamic teachings, warn-
ing that radical elements
manipulate religion to serve
their own agendas. 

The fight against terror-
ism, he stressed, is not just
a military effort but a broader
ideological battle that re-
quires the active participa-

tion of all sections of society.
Reaffirming his commitment
to ensuring Pakistan’s long-
term stability, the Army
Chief called for a fundamen-
tal shift in governance, urg-
ing state institutions to work
in harmony. He posed a
stark question to the coun-
try’s leadership: "How long
will we continue to sacrifice
countless lives while func-
tioning as a soft state? How
long will we rely on the blood
of our martyrs and the sacri-
fices of the armed forces to
fill the gaps in governance?" 

His remarks signaled
frustration over systemic
weaknesses and an urgent
need for stronger gover-
nance to prevent security
lapses. Stressing the impor-
tance of national unity, he
urged political leaders to set
aside personal and party ri-
valries, warning that divi-
sions only serve to weaken

Pakistan’s resilience. "The
time for political infighting
must end; Pakistan’s secu-
rity demands a unified na-
tional stance," he asserted,
in what appeared to be a
pointed message to the
country’s fractious political
landscape.

In a direct warning to
those conspiring against
Pakistan, General Munir de-
clared that terrorists and
their facilitators should har-
bor no illusions about their
chances of success. 

"Today sends a clear
message to them—we
stand united and will ensure
their failure," he said, rein-
forcing the military’s deter-
mination to crush insurgent
threats. Ending his address
on a note of faith and defi-
ance, he declared, "With the
will of Allah, no matter what
happens, we will emerge
victorious." 

National security is 
non-negotiable, 
asserts COAS

"If this country exists, we exist—nothing matters more
than national security," Gen Asim declared, emphasizing

the grave threats Pakistan continues to confront 
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BANNU: The Counter-
Terrorism Department
(CTD) has intensified its
crackdown on militant ele-
ments in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, eliminating
three terrorists in separate
intelligence-based opera-
tions in Bannu and
Charsadda. The swift re-
sponse highlights the
province’s ongoing struggle
against terrorism, with secu-
rity forces remaining on high
alert to neutralize threats be-
fore they materialize.

According to police offi-
cials, a targeted operation in
Bannu led to the killing of
two militants, including a key
figure involved in the recent
attack on police constable
Arman Khan. Inspector
General (IG) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Zulfiqar
Hameed, confirmed that
among the slain was
Hakimullah, also known as
Shoaib, who held the posi-
tion of deputy commander
within the Ibrahim Zarar
group. The operation, exe-
cuted within hours of the as-

sault, demonstrated the effi-
ciency of CTD Bannu in
tracing and eliminating high-
value targets.

Meanwhile, in
Charsadda, police success-
fully neutralized Javed
Khan, a high-profile terrorist,
in an exchange of fire. Au-
thorities recovered hand
grenades, a pistol, a prima
cord, and safety fuses from
his possession, indicating
that he was actively prepar-
ing for further attacks in the
region. Javed Khan had
long been on the wanted list
for multiple cases of murder,
attempted murder, and tar-
geted killings, making his
elimination a significant

breakthrough in ongoing
counterterrorism efforts.

As security challenges
persist, the latest operations
serve as a reminder of the
high stakes involved in
counterterrorism efforts.
While the elimination of key
militants marks a tactical vic-
tory, authorities remain cau-
tious, knowing that the fight
against terrorism is far from
over. The CTD, alongside
other law enforcement
agencies, continues to
strengthen intelligence net-
works and operational readi-
ness to prevent future at-
tacks and safeguard the
people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

CTD strikes in Bannu,
Charsadda, killing three

militants
The operation, carried out within hours of the attack,
showcased CTD Bannu’s swift precision in tracking

and neutralizing high-value targets
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GAZA: Islamic Jihad
spokesperson Abu Hamza
has been killed in Israeli
airstrikes on Gaza, accord-
ing to reports, in a develop-
ment that marks yet an-
other escalation in the
ongoing conflict. Israeli
media has claimed that the
attack not only killed Abu
Hamza but also took the
lives of several members of
his family, underscoring the
heavy toll on civilians as
the war continues un-
abated.

The strike comes in the
wake of Israel’s unilateral
decision to end the cease-
fire, a move that has been
met with silence from West-
ern powers despite the rap-
idly rising death toll in
Gaza. The latest round of
airstrikes has already
claimed the lives of more
than 400 Palestinians, with

casualties mounting as Is-
rael intensifies its offensive.
Among those killed are
Gaza’s Prime Minister
Issam al-Da’alis, three gov-
ernment ministers, and a
senior Hamas official,
marking one of the dead-
liest phases of the conflict
in recent months.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
remained resolute in his
government’s military cam-
paign, reiterating that the
attacks will not stop until all

Israeli hostages held by
Hamas are released. His
stance reflects the hardline
approach taken by the Is-
raeli leadership, which sees
continued military pressure
as the only way to secure
the hostages' return. How-
ever, Hamas has accused
Israel of deliberately en-
dangering the lives of those
captives by breaking the
ceasefire agreement, argu-
ing that negotiations were
the only viable path to their
safe release.

Islamic Jihad’s Abu
Hamza killed in Israeli

strikes on Gaza
News Desk

RIYADH: Saudi authori-
ties have arrested 50 indi-
viduals, including 11
women, in a sweeping
crackdown on prostitution
and illicit activities, under-
scoring the kingdom’s inten-
sified efforts to uphold its so-
cial and moral order.
According to the Financial
Times, a significant number
of foreign nationals were de-
tained for operating or en-
gaging in illegal practices
within massage parlors.

In a parallel operation,
security forces also appre-
hended 14 Yemeni nationals
accused of forcing women
and children into begging,
an issue that Saudi authori-
ties have increasingly
sought to curb as part of

broader anti-human traffick-
ing measures. The arrests
signal the government’s
continued vigilance in com-
bating organized crime and
illicit enterprises, particularly
those that exploit vulnerable
individuals.

This latest action follows
a similar police operation

last month in which four for-
eign nationals were de-
tained for engaging in uneth-
ical activities at a massage
parlor. Saudi Arabia has
long maintained strict laws
against prostitution and
human trafficking, and the
recent arrests reinforce its
ongoing campaign to crack

down on such violations.
The kingdom’s approach

aligns with its broader legal
and social reforms, aimed at
reinforcing public order while
addressing criminal net-
works operating within its
borders. 

Meanwhile, officials con-
tinue to emphasize the im-
portance of maintaining
strict regulatory oversight on
businesses susceptible to
such offenses, ensuring that
establishments like mas-
sage parlors adhere to the
country’s legal framework.

As Saudi Arabia navi-
gates its evolving socio-eco-
nomic landscape, its firm
stance on crimes related to
prostitution, forced labor,
and human exploitation re-
mains a cornerstone of its
governance strategy. 

Saudi Arabia arrests 50 for
prostitution, illegal activities

News Desk

MAKKAH: Saudi authori-
ties have significantly bol-
stered security in Makkah
during the peak Umrah sea-
son in Ramadan, deploying
more than 200 smart
screens at the city’s main
Control Centre to monitor
and manage operations in
real time. The high-tech fa-
cility plays a central role in
enforcing and coordinating
security measures as mil-
lions of pilgrims converge for
their spiritual journey.

Designed to ensure
smooth entry, movement,
and exit of pilgrims, the sys-
tem is equipped to maintain
crowd safety and enable
rapid responses to any inci-
dents. Saudi officials have
confirmed that all neighbor-
hoods and districts remain
under constant surveillance,
with live video feeds trans-
mitted directly to the opera-
tions room at the Grand
Mosque. 

The Control Centre is
fully integrated with the
Grand Mosque’s Security
Operations Centre and the
Unified Operations Centre
(911), creating a seamless
communication network
among emergency and se-
curity services. Operating
around the clock, the high-
tech hub remains a vital part
of the security infrastructure
during Ramadan, giving au-
thorities the ability to monitor
pilgrim movements, assess
crowd density, and respond
swiftly to any situation that
arises.

KSA deploys 200
smart screens to
monitor Umrah

pilgrims

By our correspondent

PESHAWAR: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Amir Dogar has ex-
pressed strong reserva-
tions over his exclusion
from a key security com-
mittee, stating that he has
formally lodged a protest
within the party.

In a statement, Dogar
said he was uncertain
whether PTI Chairman
Imran Khan had been
consulted on the matter
but stressed that districts
like Karak, which he rep-
resents, are grappling with
critical security chal-
lenges. He argued that
leaving him out of the
committee at such a cru-
cial time was unjustified.

“I am tweeting this for
the public record so that
no one questions my
stance in the future,” he
said, making his dissatis-
faction clear. 

He also took aim at
PTI’s Chief Whip deci-
sions, alleging that ap-
pointments were driven by
personal preferences
rather than merit. “He
meets all merit criteria
himself but gets arrested
quickly in tough times,”
Dogar remarked sarcasti-
cally.

His comments under-
score internal discord
within PTI over key ap-
pointments, revealing ten-
sions within the party as it
navigates ongoing politi-
cal and security chal-
lenges.

PTI’s Amir Dogar
protests exclusion
from security
committee

By Imtiaz Hussain

SUKKUR: The Regional
Directorate of Special Educa-
tion & Rehabilitation Centers,
under the Department of Em-
powerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPD), Govern-
ment of Sindh, has taken a
significant step toward im-
proving the lives of persons
with disabilities by signing a
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Pakistan Bait-
ul-Mal Sindh. 

The agreement, formal-
ized on Tuesday at the DEPD
Secretary’s office in Karachi,
is aimed at expanding sup-
port services for differently-
abled individuals across the
province. Farman Ali Tanwri,
representing DEPD Sindh,
emphasized that this collabo-
ration will particularly benefit
individuals in Karachi, Hyder-
abad, Shaheed Benazirabad,
Mirpurkhas, Larkana, and
Sukkur by ensuring greater
accessibility to essential re-
sources. 

Sindh signs MoU to
empower disabled

community


